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HOUSE BI LL 2127

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Wallace, Melke and Hatfield

Read first time 02/26/20083. Referred to Conmttee on State
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to the nunber of voters in a precinct; and anendi ng
RCW 29. 04. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29. 04. 040 and 1999 c 158 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

active registered voters.)) The county legislative authority may
di vi de, al ter, or conbi ne precincts ((se——thaty)) whenever
practi cahl e( { —oever—poputated—preectnets—shatH—eontatn—Ro—Arpre—than—two
I e od fif . . I . . . .
Growth) ) .

((£2)) Precinct boundaries may be altered at any tinme as |ong as
sufficient tinme exists prior to a given election for the necessary
procedural steps to be honored. Except as permtted under subsection
((65¥)) (4) of this section, no precinct boundaries may be changed
during the period starting on the thirtieth day prior to the first day
for candidates to file for the primary el ection and ending with the day
of the general election.
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(2) The nunber of poll-site ballot counting devices at each polling
place is at the discretion of the auditor. The nunber of devices nust
be adequate to neet the expected voter turnout.

((4))) (3) On petition of twenty-five or nore voters resident nore
than ten mles fromany polling site, the county legislative authority
shal | establish a separate voting precinct therefor

((65))) (4) The county auditor shall tenporarily adjust precinct
boundaries when a city or town annexes unincorporated territory to the
city or town. The adjustnent shall be nmade as soon as possible after
the approval of the annexation. The tenporary adjustnent shall be
l[imted to the m ni nrum changes necessary to accommodate the addition of
the territory to the city or town and shall remain in effect only until
preci nct boundary nodifications reflecting the annexation are adopted
by the county |l egislative authority.

The county legislative authority may establish by ordinance a
limtation on the maxi mum nunber of active registered voters in each
precinct within its jurisdiction. The limtation may be different for
preci ncts based upon the nethod of voting used for such precincts ((and

case may the nunber exceed that authorized by law).
The county legislative authority of each county in the state
hereafter fornmed shall, at their first session, divide their respective

counties into election precincts ((wth—tw—hunrdred—FHFty—active
registered—voters—or—tess)) and establish the boundaries of the

precincts. The county auditor shall thereupon designate the voting
pl ace for each such precinct.

((66))) (5) In determning the nunber of active registered voters
for the purposes of this section, persons who are ongoing absentee
vot ers under RCW ((29—36-043)) 29.36.240 shall not be counted. Nothing
in this subsection may be construed as altering the vote tallying
requi renments of RCW 29. 62. 090.

~-- END ---
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